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UK skills take centre

ancerns over the lack of iraditional sporentice schemes being

i fin the last cerury warne finst raised by the Lord Leftch

Report of 2005, It revoaled that UK erginsering Sidlls primarily

by it A b0 B0 years B e bracked and, given the age profile
af the engineering workforoe in the UK, wamead that the growing skilts
220 needed o ba addressed as a matter of urgancy,

Today, the figures speak for themsehes. Of the 300,000 gradisdes in
e UK each yesr, only 24,000 are from enginesning discobnes - and, of
e, only 13,000 ara UK studants.

A mumber of U initiataes haee been established o tackle this sidlls
gap, bt Juergen Maien, managing dicector for Siemens mdustry Uk,
believes mone measunes need 1o ba taken. “The numinaers in
engineering vocational training an sven more conpiming & e
marnfachuring Sector will nesd 235 000 &t appresticestechnician level
owier thes nEst 10 years,” he notes. "It s encouraging that the
Govemment has acknawiadgad this skils gap and bas pledged
imvassmEnt in apprericeships and vocational roubes bud, urdoriunatety,
itk b ) 20-year gAg of mveatment ta Tl This s winera 'WorkdSkils
COmes In - [t a key way 1o ralse the pofie of engineering and
manufactunng arkd help ercounsge rey redruits into e incustn.”

wiorldskils iternational B 8 glabal compatition that frst took place
Irs Spain im 15947, Snce 1971, 1L has been held every twa years and this
year it makes its third UK appearanct, taking place from S to 8 Ockober
&t ExCed, Landion,

Wworldskils London 2011 looks set to b the biggest avant yet, with
1000 compatibars from moes shan 50 countriesTegi crs CoMpetng in
A% woeational skils - asoh wing for ehe chance i win gold, sivar or
Doz medals. Medalions Tor excelienos wil also pa mwanded and
wistors will be oifered impartal adwice and guidance on cansers and
apprentceships

Thi CFganiSers expect sponmdmanely 150,000 WsAors aver the four
days, whnlie Vit Longon astimases the compesition will bring £28milian

In direct economic bemedi b the oy, Chna Humohries CBE,
- chief emecudive of the UK Commission for Employmant
and Sxills, elees wWorliSkils London 2011 can
provide LI indussry with 8 platiorm o
sNOWwCasE i true capability “But we nead
businesses 1o come on bodrd,” he wams
"HOENME & everrt of this magnituce 'will not only
require lunding. but dso the eoupment and raw
mrterias, | call upon W plc 1o pledge s support
o this LRiCUe DpRanuning.”
Campetibors are REneraly aged 22 ar younger
and most particpating coumtries & regions hive
already seliected tesms fram previeus hests A1 eyes
will be oni the UK team, which rankad sewventh in the

workd at the last guent in Calgany - four places higher than it achieved
in 2007, The targets for the UK 18am ane hight It will compete in 30 skils
ang expects to win 10 medals, incliding five gaids, and gain a tap five
ranking in the world. Categaries noude Mechatronics, Robotics and
mechanical Ergireeing CAD

The sedection ano training of UK compatitars was maraged by the
arional Apprentcesnip Sendci. Pobential compstibans wene drasn
frorn & shortlist and competitions, then funther iraining was givan
before they competed & a final selection event. Tha best cveral
parfanming competinrs wern chosen bo be part of Team LK.

Skills Minister john Heyes anmounced the 43 members of Team LK
&t the end of June and describad thak role in bringing the wlue of
wicakional skils and practical iearning b natonal sthention &5 Hugety
important’. 1 ofier my war suaport and congratidabions (o Gwary
member of the team,” he sakd. "o support the ambitons of young
naopie evenywhena in our countny, wie el crésted & recond number of
mprentices hips, and we are budding the best skils iraning sysiem
we've ever had "

Sponsors back Worldskills

Industry giants have jumped 8l the chance o sponsor the brosd range
of Categonas. Siemens, jor axample, i5 provicding automation and drive
ramponents for the industrial Cortrol and Pokymechanics/Automation



COVER STORY: WORLDSEKILLS 2011

This October, London plays host to the largest skills
competition in the world, Chris Shaw takes a closer look at
WorldSkills London 2011.

m UK rises to the challenge

Muabile Robotics

0rnen Lawws; rapresanting Tesm UK, & 21 and
adavas WoridSkits London 2079 1wl enable hm
o BxcEt N obotics Wonking towarss 3 BSc
el n Brockict Design and Raboics, Lews has
a2ty Gecidad 0N 8 Carsar | anakcs “The
\work 8 CLImeng, interestrg and a chalenge” he
Sai0. "By gERUng inwohedl | intermational competions |'m more
lkehy b0 e futume empioyers. My ambnbion & (o keap amproang
1 my Sl and comua 1o make up i delbet ot epes”

Puja arsani, curently in ene Tinal yaes of ber uncgraraduate
degres Bt Modiesax Uniersty, destcribed tha opportunity o
fepresern Fearm LK oy Mabie RoGahcs &5 -'a hige honaur. ™ Fape
s opparunity will alioe me o showsase how wocatanal smmng
Tan |l b0 SUCCESEAR EMEIOYITErS SrlC arsar cpparmunines,” sha
S, "1 Ao e 118 feew IO wilk be tOUEN &5 1wl ba
traming for the evant and | realy hope the whole OF thet curiny gets
Dahind Faam LK.

Mechanical Enginesrng CAD:

A0 years o, fyvan Shendan fs simady won
Rodt meedal w1 Eurcskils 2010 and 3 sher n
‘waretiklls LE Macharical Engineanng CAD
AU His colege lacturer at Mathervas] Collegs
foid him a0t the compedors and he bebewes

competitions. “importartly, taking part is inspiring and exciting for
YOUNE peopie 85 I's @ chance far them 1o engage with eminced
prestars,” cinsarvind Maer “Wa also musin’t forget the thousands of
visibors whio will stend \WarldSkills - marmy of whom will be young

pa0pa rom acroes the UK - and how inspling the skils compatitions U'EHHIIFHI:' MM g2t e rElEvEnt tarirg R foecs o pORmss 0
and ewhibirtian plemant af the evant wil be for tham. Siemens & I "yt BITERHOS b B the bess 1 can and | woukd 53y 10 other
cetighbed b be 8t b showease its tachnology at the exnigition wheng WOung people cormidanng o vocational caneer, i 1L mekss you

it will be saen by pupds Tram schools and collaagues agss the UK and Pappy; g0 for it
suank iieas and interast in the minds of the engineers and
rrEnufectunes of [pmarnoe.”

Pneumatic Bnc: eectrical subamation monology spaciaist Fesio
& Spensering oot the
Mechatronics and Mobile
RoDabCs Lechons Kim
Halm, regional maneger

Mechatronics:

At the s of 23, Chis Downey abaady hofos &

bronze madal for Workdskls UK Mechatranics

N0 ard Papes b | Mo upon that this

L B ok Wy bipaest acheuement would be
Betting to st L il of Mechatmoniz,” he said.

iy ErnbEOn B 0 complate my training and becoms At harered

ﬂ_"F"Ffﬂﬂ-'-"ﬂ-'tK g 315 wall 35 ERHING 3 Master's Cegres i enguneanng. By
sFinkard ), wanted Ha Competng for a place & WorkdSkil Londan 2011, 1 hopa to kam
COMEErty 10 be offlerert things abous rysel whils also isammg how difenent

SER0CRG with a1 event
dlesigrad to encoLrage
FOLITR Py irmonthe
inclusiry, "Both
enechatrorics andmobile

ot appoech my skl | warg o finsh as high as | cann the
cornpaihion and serve ioowin a gold medal for s UK THE will
gruinthy help my fulurs caveer prospacts whan anpkang for jobs and
enalie e B0 Make New CONEECE in e et
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